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This monograph constitutes the report of some research work conducted in the department of experimental
psychology of University College, London, and originally formed a doctorate thesis on An Attempt at an Exact
Study of Character, presented to the University of London in July, 1914. As far back as 1883 Francis Galton, in
Inquiries into Human Faculty and its Development, wrote: The subject of character deserves more statistical
investigation than it has yet received, and none have a better chance of doing it than schoolmasters; their
opportunities arc indeed most enviable. It would be necessary to approach the subject wholly without prejudice,
as a pure matter of observation, just as if the children were the flora and fauna of hitherto undiscovered
species in an entirely new land. This task the writer has attempted, - the task of utilising the weapons of
statistical methods to cut a path into what has been called a perfect jungle of psychological expressions of
unknown (or little known) meaning. Prior to the reduction of many phenomena in the physical world to
scientific law and the consequent material advantage to the human race, there have always been men ready to
say: These things cannot be done; they are beyond the range of human ken. When the laws are determined, so
that man bridles the lightning to his service, and unlocks the energy of the mineral, tie wonder and tie mystery
are still there; we can say of such a simple process as tie burning of...
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