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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Turkey is a constitutional republic with a multiparty parliamentary
system and a president with limited powers. A unicameral parliament (the Grand National Assembly) exercises
legislative authority. Following the 2011 parliamentary elections, which observers considered generally free and
fair, the Justice and Development Party (AKP) formed a parliamentary majority under Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Civilian authorities maintained effective control of the security forces, but some elements of
the security forces committed human rights abuses. The most significant human rights problems during the
year were: Government interference with freedom of expression and assembly: The penal code and antiterror
law retain multiple articles that restrict freedom of expression, the press, and the internet. Authorities
imprisoned scores of journalists who remained incarcerated at year s end, most charged under the antiterror
law or for connections to an illegal organization. Self-censorship was common because individuals feared that
criticizing the state or government publicly could result in civil or criminal suits or investigations. The
government harassed and prosecuted persons sympathetic to some religious, political, and Kurdish nationalist
or cultural viewpoints. Authorities used excessive force to disperse protests, detained thousands of persons,
including many journalists, academics, lawyers, and students, during demonstrations, and charged many
under the antiterror law. Of particular note, authorities used excessive force in response to the summer s Gezi
Park protests, leading to mass casualties (including seven deaths) and an overall diminution of freedom of
expression and press. Law enforcement and administration of justice: Broad laws against terrorism and other
threats to the state and a lack of transparency in the prosecution of such cases restricted access to justice. The
judicial system was politicized and overburdened. Authorities continued to engage in...
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