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Office, 2000. LC Number: KF26. 5 . N37 2000c OCLC Number: ocm45279157 Subject: Heroin abuse -- Social
aspects -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 fornia. Four years ago, | was a straight-A student and a junior var-sity
tennis player. Just a few months ago | was living on the streets and physically sick from my drug use. When |
snorted heroin for the first time, | didnt know it was heroin. | thought it was speed. As soon as | snorted it, | knew
something wasnt right. First, | felt scared, but then | let the feel-ing take over and | began to like it. Once |
realized | liked it, | continued to use heroin and speed even when | was in school. | would use it before geometry
class and even tennis practice. Some-times, the drugs would make me so sick that | would throw up mid-court
right during a game. | was also using drugs in my car, at the beach, just blocks from my school, and virtually
anyplace | went. My grades went down and | lost interest in sports, and | lost interest in my life. My drug use
progressed to a point where | had to steal for my drug money. | stole from my parents and | even pawned my
grandmothers ring for 25. Eventually, | was living on the streets. My parents didnt know where | was living. |
looked horrible and | felt horrible. My stom-ach felt the worst. The drugs affected my heart and my stomach so
badly...
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