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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. Excerpt: .when the food of the cattle was stored, and they were safely housed for the
winter; when the long light ships were dragged up high upon the beach, and the king came back from hunting
the deer or the boar, the earls gathered round him at the feast, the Yule log blazed upon the hearth, and, while
gleemen sang to their harps the deeds of heroes, they drank the mead from horns, and strove to realise the
drunken pleasures of the fabled valhalla. Long after the conversion of the Saxons to Christianity traces of their
old superstitions remained; and the name Yule has come down even to the present day, together with the
names of the days sacred to the false god Odin and his fellows. Upon the conversion of our Saxon ancestors the
name was scarcely changed; the riotous feasting was the same; but instead of commemorating the bloody
deeds of heroes, they sang carols and hymns to the Prince of Peace. The bells rang in the churches, and
fragments of some of the hymns on the nativity which were sung in England a thousand years ago are said still
to exist. Even now, in England above all other nations, we have the abundant eatingand drinking of our rude
forefathers. Even the thief in gaol is not forgotten. The hand of the generous is more lavish, and that of the
niggard is opened a little wider at Christmas time; and if the eating at times sinks...
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